New Curriculum Teaches Young People about Financial Responsibility
America’s Promise Alliance, in partnership with the Peter G. Peterson Foundation, has released an online curriculum titled $aving Our Futures: A Financial Responsibility Program for Young People to teach youth in middle and early high school about financial responsibility, and to advocate for smarter money management in their homes, communities and from elected officials.  Designed as a companion to the critically acclaimed documentary about problems with the U.S. economy, I.O.U.S.A., $aving Our Futures can be used in or after school and provides many opportunities for quality service-learning projects.
The curriculum contains six chapters, an extensive Resources section, and 26 modules that can be used in whole or in part.  Four core chapters – Budget, Savings, Trade and Leadership – align with the movie’s introduction of these same topics.  The purpose and urgency of the lessons are outlined in an Introduction chapter, and an Action chapter provides young people with a blueprint to design their own action and advocacy plans.  

“We are thrilled to be able to make this curriculum available to schools and youth community organizations at such a critical time in our country’s economic history,” said Marguerite W. Kondracke, president and CEO, America’s Promise Alliance.  “The $aving Our Futures curriculum will give young people an important opportunity to practice and advocate for sound fiscal decisions in their families, communities and in our country.”

$aving Our Futures is available for free at www.americaspromise.org/financialresponsibility.  An abbreviated version of I.O.U.S.A. is available to accompany the curriculum, as well as promotional tools for those that want to share it with others.

The America’s Promise Alliance is the nation’s largest partnership alliance comprised of corporations, nonprofit organizations, foundations, policymakers, advocacy and faith groups committed to ensuring that children receive the fundamental academic, health and life resources they need to lead successful, productive lives and build a stronger society.  For more information, visit: www.americaspromise.org.
